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Summary
This region is made up of the book markets of United States and Canada. Their combined population is over 370 m 
people.

The Publishing Industry
The United States is the world’s largest book market. The largest trade publishers, Penguin Random House (PRH), 
Hachette, HarperCollins, Macmillan and Simon & Schuster are known as the Big Five. In 2023, Simon & Schuster 
was bought by private equity firm KKR following the blocking of a takeover by PRH. Previously the chain store 
Barnes & Noble had been bought by private equity, Elliott Management, which also owns Waterstones in the UK. 
Digital sales are around 20% of the market. Frontlist sales take up around one-third of book sales, and the rise of 
BookTok has encouraged backlist sales. 

In Canada, there are two official languages, English and French, and the number of French speakers approaches 
25% of the population. There is domestic publishing in both languages. Canada was guest of honour at the Frankfurt 
Book Fair across two years (due to COVID), 2020 and 2021, uniting the country’s English and French language 
publishing communities in a shared international project.

International publishers with a presence in the country include HarperCollins, Penguin Random House and Savvas 
Learning Company. Local publishers include Annick Press, Douglas & McIntyre, Éditions du Boréal and Group 
Homme. Remaining controversial is the Copyright Act of 2012 which includes the education sector under fair 
dealing, leading to free copying by educational institutions. 

Table: ISBNs registered and number of publishers 

Fixed Book Price Regime
There is no fixed book pricing regime in either the United States or Canada.

School Education
The United States has 130,000 schools and enrollments of 53.9 m students. In Canada, there are 84,000 schools and 
enrolments of 5.7m students.

Table: North American countries with highest proportion of their population in School Education

Higher Education
The United States has nearly 6,000 higher education institutions with an enrollments of 21.1 m students. In Canada 
student enrolments are around 2.1 m.

Table: North American with highest proportion of their population in Higher Education

Country ISBNs registered Number of publishers

United States 32,79,217 2,252

Canada 21,105 (French ISBNs) 1,690

Country School population as % 
of total population

% of population aged 
0-14

United States 16 18

Canada 15 16

Country % of population in Higher Education

United States 6

Canada 5
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Imports and Exports
For Canada, the United States and France are the two main countries for sourcing books, and those two countries 
are also the leading export markets.

Digital Inclusion
The rates of mobile usage are high across the region with United States has 97% of mobile subscribers, while in 
Canada it stood at 102%, suggesting multi-device usage is common. Internet usage is also high across the region 
with Canada is having the highest internet users in the region, covering 97% of the population, while United States 
stood at 93%. Social media usage in Canada (87%) was higher compared to United States (70%).
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Disclaimer
The International Publishing Data 2023 Report or any extract from it may not be copied, paraphrased, reproduced or 
distributed in any manner or form, whether by photocopying, electronically, by internet, within another document 
or otherwise without the prior written permission of International Publishers Association and Nielsen BookData.

All data and information is sourced from publisher association, Nielsen BookData’s secondary research and third 
parties; and is not intended as a substitute for financial, investment, legal, business or other professional advice. 
Recipients of the report remain solely responsible for their decisions, actions, use of the data.
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About International Publishers Association (IPA)
The International Publishers Association (IPA) is the world’s largest federation of publishers associations with 
92 members in 76 countries. Established in 1896, the IPA is an industry body with a human rights mandate. The 
IPA’s mission is to promote and protect publishing and to raise awareness of publishing as a force for economic, 
cultural and social development. Working in cooperation with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
and numerous international NGOs, the IPA champions the interests of book and journal publishing at national 
and supranational level. Internationally, the IPA actively opposes censorship and promotes copyright, freedom to 
publish (including through the IPA Prix Voltaire), and literacy.

info@internationalpublishers.org | www.internationalpublishers.org

About Nielsen BookData
Nielsen BookData provides a range of services to the book industry internationally, aiding the discovery and  
purchase, distribution and sales measurement of books. We are responsible for the ISBN and SAN Agencies  
in the UK & Ireland as well as providing search and discovery services for booksellers and libraries around the  
world. Our Research services provide retail sales analysis for print books in 11 countries alongside research  
from our Books and Consumers Survey and other detailed reports. For publishers we offer a range of services  
from assigning an ISBN to your book to adding your metadata to our database and promotional tools to help  
market your book.

bookindia@nielseniq.com | www.nielsenbook.co.uk


